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Desmoulins, who lived in the same house in the Place Theatre
Frangais, came home. Madame Danton and Lucile Desmoulins
had been waiting up for them, and perceived they were quite
exhausted. Danton, who had been vigorously haranguing the
Marseillais in the neighbouring church of the Cordeliers, at
once threw himself upon his bed, while Camille slept on
Lucile's shoulder.1 Everything was now in readiness on both
sides; every one knew the struggle was coming, but only one
side was confident of success. Danton, in particular, could do
no more. He was no soldier, and had left the military arrange-
ments in the hands of Westermann, but he was to be called
early in the morning, in order that he might go down to the
commissioners of the sections at the H6tel de Ville, and take
the lead with Robespierre in establishing the new authorities
which were to succeed the monarchy. Many a time have these
chief leaders been accused of cowardice on August 10, but it
was not for them to mix in the actual fighting, and they were
bound to keep themselves fresh for the discussions of the next
day, which would give the direction to the future course of
the Revolution.

It is now necessary to turn to the session of the commis-
sioners of the sections at the Hotel de Ville, for it was their
task to destroy the effects of Mandat's arrangements, and to
make the conquest of the Tuileries as far as possible an easy
achievement. Their first aim was to upset Mandat's scheme
for preventing the junction of the rioters of the two faubourgs
by the occupation of the bridges. For this purpose, at one
o'clock in the morning, Osselin, accompanied by two other
members of the municipality,, went down to the Pont Neuf
with an order from, the municipality, which had been extracted
by the representatives of the sections, that the guns should be
removed from their threatening position. Captain Robert
refused to obey, and exhorted his men to stand by their guns.
But these gunners were old Gardes Frangaises, and at a few
words from Osselin they disobeyed their officers and drew their
guns to one side, and the alarm gun was then fired. In spite
1 Cumtllr d LiH'ilfi DeMuoulhibj p. 100, by Jnlos Claretie.